AFTER   EVEREST
once again it is subject to laws and not to free will. WhenX
a man realizes, whether it be gradually or suddenly, that
the true aim of life is to give it in service and the true aim
of thought is to attain to a way of thinking that is God's
way ; then we say he is born again. With the Hindu it is
different. The sins of former incarnations (thousands of
them—I mean the incarnations ; the sins perhaps run into
millions) have determined the status and caste of this life.
If the happy person in question has become a Brahmin,
then it means that his previous lives must have been of
super-excellent quality.
In early adolescence, a ceremony takes place by which the
Brahmin boy is invested with the sacred thread, worn over
his shoulder next his skin for the rest of his life. After this
ceremony he is said to be twice-born. So we find the ex- -'
pression, which we Westerners use (often too glibly, like a *
catchword) of the Christian life, applied to the Hindu life,
but there dependent upon inexorable rules and the per-
formance of a ceremony. This is once again a striking
instance of the difference in attitude between the two
religions—or rather of the two ways of looking at things,
for I refuse to believe that Christianity is a mere religion.
One of the greatest mistakes of history is the mistake the
Church has made so consistently, of replacing discipleship
by dogma.
Side-tracked again on to the main line—let's get back
to the social system of India and its effect on the ordinary
man. Where everything by the law of Karma is pre-
determined, a lot of the spice of life is taken away. How-
ever high one's ambition, it can never be attained, nor
even approached, if it be not consistent with one's position
in the caste system. This is the root of the well-known *
and often touching fatalism, so characteristic of the East,
and especially of the Hindu. Of all things that warp the
soul of man, fatalism is one of the worst. Any psychologist
can tell of the harm that can be done by a pessimistic
attitude; it requires no psychologist to show us cases in
270

